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LIFE  OF  CHRIST. 


Jesus  Christ  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea. 
His  parents,  Mary  and  Joseph,  were  descended  from 
the  royal  family  of  David,  which  had  been  reduced 
and  become  poor.  Shortly  before  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  the  Roman  Emperor,  Cesar  Augustus,  issued 
a  decree,  that  all  his  subjects  should  be  enrolled  ac- 
cording to  their  families,  with  their  age  and  property, 
and  commanding  every  person  to  repair  to  the  city, 
or  town,  where  they  were  formerly  accustomed  to 
dwell.  "And  Joseph  also  went  up  from  Galilee,  out 
of  the  city  of  Nazareth  into  Judea,  into  the  city  of 
David  which  is  called  Bethlehem,  to  be  taxed,  with 
Mary  his  wife/*  On  their  arrival,  the  town  was  so 
full  that  they  could  not  get  accommodation  in  the 
inn,  and  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  a  stable.  Here  Mary  brought  forth  her  first-born 
son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and  laid 
him  in  a  manger.  And  there  w^ere  in  the  same  coun- 
try, shepherds  abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch 
over  their  flocks  by  night.  And  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  appeared  unto  them,  and  said,  Behold  I  bring 
you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city 
of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And 
this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you  ;  ye  shall  find  the  babe 
wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger." 
And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel,  a  multitude 
of  the  heavenly  host  praising  God,  and  saying — 
"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
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good  will  toward  men."  The  shepherds  hastened  to 
Bethlehem,  and  found  it  as  the  angel  had  said.  The 
child  was  circumcised  on  the  eighth  day,  and  his  name 
was  called  Jesus.  Forty  days  after  his  birth,  Jesus 
was  brought  to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  according 
to  the  law  of  Moses ;  and  there  w^as  there  a  man 
whose  name  was  Simeon,  to  whom  it  had  been  re- 
veakid,  that  he  should  not  see  death  before  be  had 
seen  the  Messiah.  And  being  led  by  the  Spirit  into 
the  temple,  he  took  the  child  in  his  arms  and  said, 
Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace, 
according  to  thy  word,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation.'* 

While  Joseph  and  Mary,  with  the  infant  Jesus, 
w^ere  yet  residing  at  Bethlehem,  there  came  wise 
men  from  the  east  to  Jerusalem,  saying,  "Where 
is  he  that  is  born  king  of  the  Jews  ?  for  we  have  seen 
his  star  in  the  east,  and  are  come  to  worship  him." 
When  Herod  heard  that  the  Messiah  so  long  expected 
had  come,  he  was  greatly  troubled,  and  summoning 
the  chief  priests  and  scribes  together,  demanded  of 
them  where  Christ  should  be  born.  They  said  unto 
him,  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea;  for  thus  it  is  written 
by  the  prophet,  "and  thou  Bethlehem,  in  the  land  of 
J  udea,  art  not  the  least  among  the  princes  of  Judah ;  for 
out  of  thee  shall  come  a  Governor,  that  shall  rule  my 
people  Israel."  After  inquiring  of  the  wise  men  what 
time  the  star  appeared,  he  sent  them  to  Bethlehem, 
saying,  "  Go  and  search  diligently  for  the  young  child; 
and  when  ye  have  found  him,  bring  me  word  again, 
that  I  may  come  and  worship  him  also."  They  accord- 
ingly set  out,  and  the  star  which  they  had  seen  in  the 
east,  went  before  them  ^  till  it  came  and  stood  over  where 
the  young  child  w^as.  When  they  entered  the  house, 
they  saw  Jesus  with  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell  down 
and  worshipped  him,  and  when  they  had  opened  their 
U'easures,  they  presented  unto  him  gifts,  gold,  and 
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frankincense,  and  myrrh,  which  proved  seasonable 
assistance  to  Joseph  and  Mary  in  their  flight  to  Egypt, 
The  wise  men  having,  by  command  of  God,  returned 
home  another  way,  Herod  was  exceeding  wroth, 
and,  wishing  to  destroy  the  newborn  king,  sent  forth, 
and  slew  all  the  children  that  were  in  Bethlehem,  and 
in  all  the  coasts  thereof,  from  two  years  old  and  under; 
but  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  Joseph  in  a 
dream,  saying,  "  Arise,  and  take  the  young  child  and 
his  mother,  and  flee  into  Egypt,  and  be  thou  there 
until  I  bring  thee  word :  for  Herod  will  seek  the 
young  child  to  destroy  him/*  So  Joseph  departed 
into  Egypt,  and  was  there  till  the  death  of  Herod  ; 
when  the  angel  again  appeared  unto  Joseph,  and  told 
him  to  return  to  the  land  of  Israel,  because  they  were 
dead  who  sought  the  young  child's  life.  So  they  came 
to  Nazareth,  and  dwelt  there. 

The  only  account  we  have  of  the  early  life  of 
our  Saviour,  is  contained  in  these  words:  "And 
the  child  grew  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled 
with  wisdom  ;  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon 
him."  Now  his  parents  went  to  Jerusalem  every 
year  at  the  feast  of  the  passover.  And  when  he 
was  twelve  years  old,  they  went  up  to  Jerusalem, 
after  the  custom  of  the  feast.  Respecting  this  jour- 
ney, a  modern  writer  records  the  following  anecdote: — 
'-We  see  a  very  large  company  travelling  north- 
w^ardly,  in  early  summer,  through  a  lovely  country, 
the  abode  of  peace  and  plenty;  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances mingled  in  groups,  until  the  approach  of  evening 
warned  them  to  make  preparation  for  rest.  While 
families  were  drawing  off*  for  this  purpose,  a  female 
went  anxiously  and  sorrowfully  from  group  to  group, 
inquiring  with  deep  solicitude, 'Have  you  seen  my 
son  V  He  was  twelve  years  old,  and  she  supposed 
that  he  had  been  in  the  company ;  but  now  night  had 
come,  and  she  could  not  find  him.    No  one  had  seen 
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him  ;  and  the  anxious  parents,  inquiring  carefully  hy\ 
the  way,  went  slowly  back  to  the  city  whence  they  , 
had  come.  The  city  spread  its  edifices  over  the  broad 
surface  of  tlie  hill,  one  extremity  of  which  was  crowned: 
with  the  spacious  walls  and  colonnades  of  a  temple, 
the  whole  pile  beaming  in  the  setting  sun  in  all  the 
dazzling  whiteness  of  marble  and  splendour  of  gold. 
The  parents,  however,  could  not  have  thought  much 
of  the  scene  before  them — they  had  lost  their  son." 
After  three  days'  anxious  search,  Joseph  and  Mary 
found  our  Lord  in  the  temple,  sitting  in  the  midst  of 
the  doctors,  or  expounders  of  the  law,  both  hearing 
and  asking  them  questions.  And  when  they  saw  him 
they  were  amazed  ;  and  his  mother  said  unto  him, 
"  Son,  why  hast  thou  thus  dealt  with  us  ?  Behold 
thy  father  and  I  have  sought  thee  sorrowing."  And 
he  said  unto  them,  "How  is  it  that  ye  sought  me? 
wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my  father's  business?" 
And  he  went  down  with  them  to  Nazareth,  and  was; 
subject  unto  them. 

Scripture  is  again  silent  for  about  eighteen  years  of 
the  Redeemer's  life,  and  all  we  are  told  is,  that  "  he 
increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favour  with 
God  and  man."  It  is  probable,  however,  that  he 
would  have  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  festivals  at 
Jerusalem,  and  again  been  engaged  in  his  heavenly 
father's  business.  He  was  about  thirty  years  of  age 
before  he  entered  on  his  public  ministry,  and  as  it  was 
customary,  among  even  those  who  received  a  good 
education,  to  learn  some  trade,  our  Saviour  is  said 
to  have  wrought  as  a  carpenter.  John  the  Baptist 
having  likewise  attained  the  same  age,  had  entered 
on  his  ministry  shortly  before,  and  proclaimed  the 
approach  of  the  Messiah,  in  these  words :  "  He  that 
Cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than  I,  whose  shoes  lat- 
chet  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose ;  he  shall  baptize 
you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire.*'    From  the 
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intimacy  between  their  parents,  it  is  supposed  that 
John  must  have  been  long  acquainted  with  Jesus, 
and  would  thus  be  aAvare  of  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  his  birth  ;  but  John  himself  declares, 
that  he  knew  him  not  as  the  son  of  God,  till  it  was 
made  known  to  him  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Jesus,  who, 
until  now,  had  been  living  in  obscurity,  appeared 
among  those  who  came  to  be  baptized,  but  John  for- 
bade him,  saying,  "  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of 
thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me?"  And  Jesus  answering, 
said  unto  him,  "  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now ;  for  thus  it 
becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteousness."  Then  he 
suffered  him.  And  when  Jesus  was  baptized,  the 
lieavens  were  opened,  and  tlie  Spirit  of  God,  descend- 
ing like  a  dove,  lighted  upon  him,  and  a  voice  from 
heaven  proclaimed,  "  This  is  my  beloved  son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased."  Immediately  after  his  baptism, 
Jesus  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness  to  bo 
tempted  by  the  devil.  Here  he  continued  forty  days 
and  forty  nights,  during  which  he  took  no  food,  and 
when  they  were  ended,  he  was  an  hungered.  And 
the  devil  came  unto  him  and  said,  If  thou  be  the 
Son  of  God,  command  that  these  stones  be  made 
bread/'  But  he  answered  and  said,  "  It  is  written, 
man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God.*'  Then  the 
devil  taketh  liim  up  into  the  holy  city,  and  settetli 
him  on  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  saith  unto  him, 
If  thou  be  the  son  of  God,  cast  thyself  down  ;  for 
it  is  written,  he  shall  give  his  angels  charge  concern- 
ing thee ;  and  in  their  hands  they  shall  bear  thee  up, 
lest  at  any  time  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone." 
Jesus  said  unto  him,  "  It  is  written  again,  thou  shalt 
not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God."  Again  the  devil 
taketh  him  up  into  an  exceeding  high  mountain,  and 
showeth  him  all  the  l^ingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the 
glory  of  them  ;  and  saith  unto  him,  "All  these  things 
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will  I  give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship 
nie."  Then  saith  Jesus  unto  him,  Get  thee  hence 
Satan  ;  for  it  is  written.  Thou  shalt  worship  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve.'* 

Our  Lord  now  entered  on  his  public  work.  Walking 
by  the  sea  of  Galilee,  he  saw  Simon  called  Peter,  and 
Andrew  Ids  brother,  casting  a  net  into  the  sea,  for 
they  were  fishers :  and  he  saith  unto  them,  Follow 
me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men,"  And  they 
left  their  nets  and  followed  him.  And  when  lie  had 
gone  a  little  farther,  he  saw  James  the  son  of  Zebedee, 
and  John  his  brother,  in  a  ship  with  their  father, 
mending  their  nets,  and  he  called  them.  And  they 
immediately  left  the  ship,  and  went  after  him. 

Three  days  after  this,  there  was  a  marriage  in 
Cana  of  Galilee,  and  the  mother  of  Jesus  was  there. 
And  Jesus  and  his  disciples  were  also  invited  to  the 
marriage.  When  the  wine  was  gone,  Mary  said  to 
Jesus^  "  Thc}^  have  no  win^."  Jesus  answered  her, 
"  Woman,  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ?  mine  hour 
is  not  yet  come."  His  mother  saith  nnto  the  servants, 
Whatsoever  he  saith  unto  you,  do  it."  Now  there 
were  set  there  six  water  pots  of  stone.  Jesus  saith 
unto  the  servants,  "  Fill  the  water  pots  with  water." 
And  they  filled  them  up  to  the  brim.  And  he  told 
them  to  pour  out  and  carry  it  to  the  master  of  the 
feast.  But  while  this  was  being  done,  the  water  was 
changed  into  wine.  When  the  master  of  the  feast  had 
tafeied  the  water  which  had  been  made  wine,  and  did 
not  know  whence  it  came,  he  called  out  to  the  bride- 
groom, who  knew  no  more  about  it  than  he  did, 
Every  man  at  the  beginning  doth  set  forth  good 
wine ;  and  when  men  have  well  drunk, then  that  which 
is  worse:  but  thou  hast  kept  the  good  wine  until  now.*' 
Tills  is  the  first  public  miracle  that  Jesus  performed, 
by  which  he  showed  forth  his  glory  :  and  his  disciples 
believed  on  him, 


THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST. 


9 


Jesus  was  now  publicly  known,  and  many  followed 
him  to  bear  bis  words,  and  to  w^itness  bis  wonderfal 
works.  Some  of  these  became  his  disciples,  and  were 
called  to  the  great  work  of  making  known  the  good 
news  of  salvation,  but  others  were  offended,  and  went 
away  to  walk  no  more  with  him. 

After  this,  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  keep  tho 
feast  of  the  passover,  and  on  his  return  through 
Samaria,  he  came  to  the  city  of  Sychar,  where,  wearied 
with  his  journey,  he  sat  down  to  rest  near  a  reservoir 
of  water  called  Jacob's  well.  While  waiting  the  re- 
turn of  his  disciples,  who  had  gone  to  procure  some 
food,  be  improved  the  time  by  conversing  witli  a  poor 
Samaritan,  who  came  to  draw  water.  Jesus  said 
unto  her,  Give  me  to  drink."  Then  saitb  the 
woman  unto  him,. "How  is  it  that  thou,  being  a  Jew, 
askest  drink  of  me,  which  am  a  woman  of  Samaria?" 
Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  her,  ''If  thou  knew- 
est  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee, 
Give  me  to  drink ;  thou  wouldest  have  asked  of  him, 
and  he  would  have  given  thee  living  water."  The 
woman  saith  unto  him,  "Sir,  thou  hast  nothing  to 
draw  with,  and  the  well  is  deep ;  from  w^bence  then 
bast  thou  that  living  w^ater  ?  Art  thou  greater  than 
our  father  Jacob,  whicb  gave  us  the  well,  and  drank 
thereof,  himself,  and  bis  children,  and  his  cattle?" 
Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  her,  "  Whosoever 
drinketh  of  this  water  shall  thirst  again :  but  who.^o- 
ever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him  shuU 
never  thirst ;  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him  slia  1 
be  in  him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlai^t  • 
ing  lite/'  And  she  said  to  him,  "Sir,  give  me  this 
water,  that  I  thirst  not,  neither  come  hither  to  draw/' 
Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "  Go,  call  thy  husband,  and 
come  hither."  The  woman  answered  and  said,  "I  have 
no  husband."  Jesus  said  unto  her,  "Thou  hast  well 
sjiid,  T  have  no  huj^band  :  for  thou  hast  had  five  bus- 
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bands;  and  he  whom  thou  now  hast  is  not  thy  hiis-  . 
band ;  in  that  saidst  thou  truly."  Then  she  said  unto 
him,  ''Sir,  I  perceive  that  thou  art  a  prophet.  Our' 
fathers  worshipped  in  this  mountain,  and  ye  say  that 
in  Jerusalem  is  the  place  where  men  ought  to  wor- 
ship." Jesus  answered  her,  "  Woman,  believe  me,  the 
hour  Cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers 
(whether  they  be  Jews  or  Samaritans)  shall  worship 
the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  God  is  a  Spirit, 
and  they  that  worship  him  must  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.'*  The  woman  saith  unto  him,  "  I 
know  that  Messias  cometh,  which  is  called  Christ : 
■when  he  is  come,  he  will  tell  us  all  things."  Jesus 
Faith  unto  her,  ''  I  that  speak  imto  thee  am  he." 
Then  the  woman  ran  into  the  city,  and  said  to  the 
])eople,  "  Come,  see  a  man  who  told  me  all  things 
tliat  ever  I  did  ;  is  not  this  the  Christ  ?  "  And  many 
came  out  of  the  city  and  believed  on  him. 

After  spending  two  days  in  instructing  the  anxious 
enquirers  among  the  Samaritans,  he  departed  thence 
and  went  to  Galilee,  where  he  w^as  gladly  received 
by  those  who  had  seen  his  miracles.  Here  he  was 
besought  by  a  nobleman,  whose  son  was  sick  at 
Capernaum,  to  come  and  heal  him,  for  he  was  at  the 
point  of  death.  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  ''Go  thy  way; 
thy  son  liveth."  And  he  believed  the  word  that 
Jesus  had  spoken  unto  him,  and,  on  his  way  home- 
ward, his  servants  met  him,  saying,  "  Thy  son 
liveth."  Jesus  now  visited  Nazareth  ;  and,  having 
been  solicited  to  address  the  people,  he  selected  a 
striking  passage,  descriptive  of  the  Messiah's  advent, 
and  called  their  attention  to  its  accomplishment;  but 
they  were  offended  at  his  words,  and  attempted  to 
destroy  his  life,  lie,  however,  passed  through  the 
midst  of  them,  and  came  to  Capernaum,  where  lie 
taught  in  the  synagogues,  and  performed  many  mira- 
cles.   It  was  of  this  city  Jesus  said,  "  If  the  mighty 
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works,  which  have  been  done  in  thee,  had  been  done  in 
Sodom,  it  would  have  remained  unto  this  day.  But 
I  say  unto  you,  that  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for  the 
land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  thee." 
Our  Saviour's  abode  at  Capernaum  accomplished  the 
following  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  and  extended  the  light 
of  Divine  truth  to  many  strangers  who  visited  those 
parts: — ''The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  have 
seen  a  great  light ;  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the  light  shined." 
The  town  was  built  on  a  hill  near  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  or, 
as  it  is  called,  the  Sea  of  Tiberias,  and  it  was  here 
Christ  manifested  his  Divine  power  by  a  miraculous 
draught  of  fishes.  There  were  together  four  of  the  disci- 
ples, who  had  already  expressed  their  willingness  to  fol- 
low him,  and  he  commanded  them  to  launch  out  into 
the  deep  and  let  down  their  nets ;  but  Simon  Peter  an- 
swering, said,  Master,  we  have  toiled  all  night,  and 
have  taken  nothing:  nevertheless,  at  thy  word,  I  will 
let  down  the  net."  And  when  they  had  done  this, 
they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for  the  multitude  of 
fishes. 

While  Jesus  remained  at  Capernaum,  he  gave 
abundant  proof  of  the  divinity  of  his  mission,  by 
healing  the  sick,  restoring  sight  to  the  blind,  cleansing 
the  lepers,  casting  out  devils,  and  raising  the  dead. 
About  this  time,  there  was  a  feast  of  the  Jews,  and 
Jesus  went  up  to  Jerusalem.  It  was  during  this 
visit  that  our  Lord  was  summoned  before  the  Sanhe- 
drim for  curing  the  cripple  at  Bethesda,  on  two 
charges  :  first,  of  breaking  the  Sabbath,  and,  second, 
of  making  himself  equal  with  God.  Our  Saviour,  in 
his  answer,  plainly  declared  his  dignity  as  the  Son 
of  God,  and  showed  the  cause  of  their  unbelief. 

Jesus  having  again  returned  to  Galilee,  chose 
twelve  disciples  to  be  his  companions  and  assistants 
in  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God.  These  were  called 
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apostles,  from  a  Greek  word,  meaning  one  that  is 
sent.  Their  names  were  Simon,  who  is  called  Peter ; 
Andrew,  his  brother ;  James,  the  son  of  Zebedee ; 
John,  his  brother ;  Philip  and  Bartholomew ;  Thomas, 
and  Matthew,  the  publican;  James,  the  son  of  Al- 
pheus;  Lebbeus,  whose  surname  was  Thaddeus;  Simon,  . 
the  Canaanite  ;  and  Judas,  who  afterwards  betrayed 
Jesus.  They  had  access  by  water  to  many  towns, 
and  villages  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  of  Tiberias  ; 
while,  by  the  use  of  a  boat,  they  were  able  to  go  from 
place  to  place,  and  withdraw  when  unduly  pressed  by 
the  crowd.  In  one  of  their  journeys,  our  Lord  and 
his  disciples  came  to  the  city  of  Nain,  just  as  a  dead 
man  was  carried  out,  the  only  son  of  a  widowed, 
mother ;  and  when  Jesus  saw  her,  he  had  compassion  ; 
on  her,  and  said,  "  Weep  not."  And  he  came  and 
touched  the  bier,  and,  by  his  mighty  word,  restored 
the  young  man  to  life  and  strength.  On  our  Saviour's 
return  to  Capernaum,  great  multitudes  followed  him 
and  he  went  into  a  ship  with  his  disciples,  and  said 
to  them,  "  Let  us  go  over  unto  the  other  side  of  the 
lake."  A  nd  they  launched  forth  ;  and  as  they  sailed, 
he  fell  asleep.  And  there  arose  a  great  storm  of 
wind  upon  the  lake,  so  that  the  ship  was  covered 
with  the  waves.  And  the  disciples  came  to  him  and 
awoke  him,  saying,  "  Lord,  save  us :  we  perish  !  " 
And  he  said  to  them,  "  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of 
little  faith  ?  "  And  he  arose,  and  rebuked  the  winds 
and  the  sea,  and  there  was  a  great  calm.  And  the 
men  marvelled,  saying,  "  What  manner  of  man  is 
this,  that  even  the  winds  and  the  sea  obey  him  1  *' 

On  arriving  at  the  opposite  shore  among  the  Ga- 
darenes,  there  met  him  two  possessed  with  devils, 
and  they  cried  out,  "  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee 
Jesus,  thou  son  of  God  ?  art  thou  come  hither  to 
torment  us  before  the  time  V  They  then  besought 
permission  to  enter  into  a  herd  of  swine,  and  this 
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having  been  granted,  the  whole  herd  ran  down  a  steep 
place  into  the  sea  and  perished.  An  account  of  this 
miracle  having  reached  the  city,  the  inhabitants  came 
out  to  meet  Jesus,  beseeching  him  to  depart  out  of 
their  coasts,  and  in  compliance  with  their  wishes,  he 
took  ship  and  passed  over  to  his  own  city. 

Not  long  after  this,  a  man  named  Jairus,  a  ruler 
of  the  synagogue  of  the  Jews  at  Capernaum,  came 
to  Jesus,  and  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  besought  him 
that  he  would  come  to  his  house ;  for  he  had  an  only 
daughter,  twelve  years  of  age,  and  she  lay  dying. 
And  as  Jesus  went,  the  people  thronged  him;  because 
every  one  wished  to  get  as  near  to  him  as  possible. 
Amongst  them,  there  was  a  woman  who  had  been 
afflicted  with  a  grievous  disease  twelve  years,  and  had 
spent  all  that  she  had  upon  physicians,  without  becom- 
ing any  better.  She  came  from  behind  to  Jesus,  and 
touched  the  border  of  his  garment,  believing  that  she 
should  thereby  be  healed ;  so  great  was  her  confidence 
in  Jesus.  And  she  was  immediately  made  well.  And 
Jesus  said,  Who  touched  me  ?"  His  disciples  said, 
"Thou  seest  the  multitude  thronging  thee,  and  sayest 
thou.  Who  touched  me?''  Jesus  said,  "Somebody 
hath  touched  me ;  for  I  perceive  that  virtue  is  gone 
out  of  me.'*  When  the  woman  heard  that,  she  fell 
down  trembling  at  Jesus'  feet,  and  told  him  all  the 
truth.  And  he  said  unto  her,  "Daughter,  thy  faith 
hath  made  thee  whole :  go  in  peace,  and  be  whole  of 
thy  plague." 

While  he  yet  spake,  there  cometh  one  from  the 
ruler  of  the  synagogue's  house,  saying  to  him,  "  Thy 
daughter  is  dead ;  trouble  not  the  Master."  But 
when  Jesus  heard  it,  he  said  to  him,  "  Fear  not :  be- 
lieve only,  and  she  shall  be  made  whole."  And  when 
he  came  into  the  house,  he  suffered  no  man  to  go  in, 
save  Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and  the  father  and 
the  mother  af  the  maiden.    And  all  went  and  be- 
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wailed  her ;  but  lie  said,  "  Weep  not ;  she  is  not  dead, 
but  sleepeth."  And  they  laughed  him  to  scorn  ;  but 
he  put  them  all  out,  and  took  the  child  by  the  hand, 
and  said  unto  her,  "  Maid,  arise."  And  her  spirit 
returned,  and  she  arose  immediately. 

Jesus  now  called  unto  him  his  twelve  disciples, 
and  gave  them  power  against  unclean  spirits,  to  cast 
them  out,  and  to  heal  all  manner  of  disease.  And  he 
sent  them  to  preach  the  good  tidings  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  to  heal  the  sick,  saying 
imto  them,  ^'  Take  nothing  for  your  journey,  neither 
staves,  nor  scrip,  neither  bread,  neither  money; 
neither  have  two  coats  a-piece.  And  whatsoever  house 
ye  enter  into,  there  abide,  and  thence  depart.  And 
whosoever  will  not  receive  you,  when  ye  go  out  of 
that  city,  shake  off  the  very  dust  from  your  feet,  as 
a  testimony  against  them/' 

Some  time  after  this,  Jesus  appointed  seventy  dis- 
ciples, and  sent  them  out,  two  and  two,  into  every 
village  and  place  whither  he  himself  was  going,  and 
gave  them  power,  as  he  had  to  the  twelve,  to  heal 
sicknesses,  and  cast  out  devils.  He  also  gave  them 
directions,  as  to  their  conduct ;  and  said,  He  that 
heareth  you,  heareth  me  ;  and  he  that  despiseth  you, 
despiseth  me ;  and  he  that  despiseth  me,  despiseth 
him  that  sent  me." 

Jesus  now  began  to  foretel  his  sufferings  and  death, 
and  before  setting  out  on  his  last  journey  to  Jerusa- 
lem, he  took  with  him  three  of  his  disciples,  Peter, 
James,  and  John,  and  led  them  up  into  a  high  moun- 
tain apart  by  themselves.  And  he  was  transfigured 
before  them  :  and  his  face  shone  as  the  sun,  and  his 
raiment  was  white  as  snow.  And  there  appeared 
unto  them  Moses  and  Elias  in  glory,  and  talked  with 
Jesus  of  the  decease  which  he  should  accomplish  at 
Jerusalem.  But  Peter  and  they  that  were  with  him 
were  heavy  with  sleep  :  and  when  they  awoke,  they 
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saw  his  glory,  and  the  two  men  that  stood  with  him. 
Then  said  Peter  imto  Jesus,  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us 
to  be  here  :  it  thou  wilt,  let  us  make  here  three  taber- 
nacles ;  one  for  thee,  and  one  for  Moses,  and  one  for 
Elias not  knowing  what  he  said.  While  he  yet 
spake,  behold,  a  bright  cloud  overshadowed  them, 
and  there  came  a  voice  out  of  the  cloud  which  said, 
"  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased ; 
hear  ye  him.'*  And  when  the  disciples  heard  it,  they 
fell  on  their  faces,  and  were  sore  afraid.  And  Jesus 
came  and  touched  them,  and  said,  Arise,  be  not 
afraid/'  And  when  they  had  lifted  up  their  eyes, 
they  saw  no  man,  save  Jesus  only.  And  as  they 
came  down  from  the  mountain,  Jesus  charged  them, 
saying,  "Tell  the  vision  to  no  man,  until  the  Son  of 
man  be  risen  again  from  the  dead." 

After  this,  Jesus  went  up  again  with  his  disciples 
to  Jerusalem  ;  and  he  began  to  tell  them  what  things 
should  happen  unto  him,  saying,  "  Behold,  we  go  up 
to  Jerusalem,  and  all  things  that  are  written  by  the 
prophets  concerning  the  Son  of  man  shall  be  accom- 
plished. For  ho  shall  be  delivered  unto  the  chief 
priests  and  unto  the  scribes,  and  they  shall  condemn 
him  to  death.  And  shall  deliver  him  to  the  Gentiles 
to  mock,  and  to  scourge,  and  to  crucify  him  :  and  the 
third  day  he  shall  rise  again.'' 

As  our  Saviour  viewed  the  city  from  a  distance, 
he  wept  over  it,  and  said,  "  If  thou  hadst  known,  even 
thou,  at  least  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong 
unto  thy  peace  !  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine 
eyes.  For  the  days  shall  come  upon  thee,  that  thine 
enemies  shall  cast  a  trench  about  thee,  and  compass 
thee  round,  and  keep  thee  in  on  every  side,  and  sliall 
lay  thee  even  with  the  ground,  and  thy  children  within 
thee ;  and  they  shall  not  leave  in  thee  one  stone  upon 
another  ;  because  thou  knewest  not  the  time  of  thy 
visitation." 
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^  During  liis  last  sojourn  among  tliem,  liis  days  were 
chiefly  spent  in  teaching  publicly  in  the  temple;  his 
evenings  were  passed  in  retirement  and  prayer. 
Having  closed  his  ministrations,  he  now  declared  the 
precise  day  of  his  crucifixion.  He  knew  that  the 
Jewish  leaders  were  assembled  in  the  high  priest's 
palace,  plotting  how  to  take  and  kill  him.  His  death 
they  were  bent  on  accomplishing,  though  they  knew 
not  how.  At  this  juncture  Judas  Iscariot  entered  the; 
assembly,  and  finding  the  subject  of  their  discourse, 
he  asked,  "  What  will  ye  give  me,  and  I  will  deliver 
him  unto  you  ?"  A  bargain  was  struck  for  thirty 
pieces  of  silver,  and  for  this  small  sum,  (about  £3 
English  money,)  he  promised  to  lead  their  officers  to^ 
him  when  away  from  any  crowd.  ; 

After  thus  betraying  his  master,  Judas  returned  to: 
the  little  band  of  disciples,  and  mixed  with  them  as 
usual.  As  they  sat  at  table,  and  were  eating  the 
passover,  Jesus  said  to  his  disciples,  Yerily,  I  say 
unto  you,  one  of  you  which  eateth  with  me  shall 
betray  me."  And  they  began  to  be  sorrowful,  and 
to  say  to  him  one  by  one,  "Is  it  I?"  And  Jesus 
answered  and  said  unto  them,  "  It  is  one  of  the  twelve, 
that  dippeth  with  me  in  the  dish.  The  Son  of  man 
indeed  goeth,  as  it  is  written  of  him  :  but  woe  to  that 
man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed  1'^  Then 
Judas  said,  "  Master,  is  it  I  ? "  He  said  unto  him, 
"Thou  hast  said:"  (that  is,  Thou  hast  said  the 
truth  ;  it  is  so). 

While  distributing  the  bread  and  wine  at  the  close 
of  the  feast,  Jesus  instituted  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  saying  to  his  followers,  "  Do  this  in 
remembrance  of  me." 

After  the  supper,  and  when  they  had  sung  an 
hymn,  Jesus  and  his  disciples  went  out  to  the  Mount 
of  Olives.  And  on  the  way,  Jesus  said  to  his  dis- 
ciples, "  All  ye  shall  be  offended  because  of  me  this 
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night :  for  it  is  written,  I  will  smite  the  Shepherd, 
and  tlie  sheep  of  the  flock  sliall  be  scattered  abroad. 
But  after  I  am  risen  again.  I  will  go  before  you  into 
Galilee." 

Peter  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "  Though  all 
men  sliall  be  oflPended  because  of  thee,  yet  will  I  never 
be  offended/'  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Yerily,  I  say 
unto  thee,  that  this  night,  before  the  cock  crow,  thou 
shalt  deny  me  thrice/'  Peter  said  unto  him,  "  Though 
I  should  die  with  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny  thee/* 
Likewise  also  said  all  the  disciples. 

Then  Jesus  came  with  them  to  a  place  called  Geth- 
semane  (which  means  oil  press) ^  situate  on  the  other 
side  of  the  brook  Kedron,  on  the  Mount  of  Olives. 
And  he  said  to  his  disciples,  "  Sit  ye  here,  while  I 
go  and  pray  yonder."  And  he  took  with  him  Peter, 
and  James,  and  John,  and  he  began  to  be  sorrowful 
and  very  heavy.  Then  saith  he  unto  them,  "  My  soul 
is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death  :  tarry  ye 
here,  and  w^atch  with  me/' 

And  he  went  a  little  farther,  and  fell  on  his  face, 
and  prayed,  saying,  "  O  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible, 
let  this  cup  pass  from  me  :  nevertheless  not  as  I  will, 
but  as  thou  wilt/'  And  he  cometh  unto  the  disciples, 
and  findeth  them  asleep,  and    saith    unto  Peter, 

What !  could  you  not  watch  with  me  one  hour  ? 
AVatch,  and  pray,  that  you  enter  not  into  temptation  : 
the  spirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak/' 
He  went  away  again  the  second  time,  and  prayed,  say- 
ing, "0  my  Father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass  away  from 
me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done/'  And  ho 
came  and  found  them  asleep  again  :  for  their  eyes 
were  heavy.  And  he  left  them,  and  went  away  again, 
and  prayed  the  third  time,  saying  the  same  words. 
And  there  appeared  an  angel  unto  him  from  heaven, 
strengthening  him.  And  being  in  an  agony,  he 
prayed  the  more  earnestly  :  and  his  sweat  was  as  it 
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were  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground. 
He  rose  from  prayer,  and  coming  the  third  time  to 
his  disciples,  he  found  them  still  sleeping.  And  he 
said  unto  them,  Sleep  on  now,  and  take  your  rest : 
it  is  enough,  the  hour  is  come :  behold,  the  Son  of 
man  is  betrayed  into  the  hand  of  sinners.*' 

A  modern  writer  thus  describes  the  scene  that  ac- 
companied the  betrayal  of  Christ : — "  It  was  mid- 
night, the  hour  of  stillness  and  rest,  yet  the  whole 
scene  was  not  one  of  repose.  The  scattered  disciples 
of  Jesus  waited  for  their  Master,  who  was  bending 
down  in  his  lonely  retreat,  under  the  weight  of  suf- 
j"ering  which  we  can  neither  appreciate  nor  compre-i 
nend.  And  in  some  lurking-place  in  the  silent  city, 
the  rough  soldiers  were  lighting  their  lanterns,  gird- 
ing on  their  weapons,  and  forming  their  plans.  Pre- 
sently they  issue  forth,  and  pass  on  from  street  to 
street,  now  in  light  and  now  in  shadow,  stealing  along 
probably  in  careful  silence,  lest  they  might  arouse 
some  of  the  people,  and  provoke  the  interference 
which  their  masters  dreaded.  At  this  moment,  what 
a  spectacle  must  the  whole  scene  have  presented  to 
any  one  who  could  have  looked  down  upon  the  whole  ! 
The  dark  betrayer,  walking  in  advance  of  his  band 
with  cautious  steps,  half  fearing,  half  rejoicing  in  his 
anticipated  success ;  the  careless  soldiers  following, 
to  execute  a  work  which  they  probably  did  not  dis- 
tinguish from  any  other  similar  deed  which  they  often 
performed  ;  the  disciples  scattered  through  the  valley 
and  in  the  garden,  some  perhaps  anxious  and  un- 
happy, and  others,  overcome  with  bodily  and  mental 
exhaustion,  sunk  into  sleep ;  Jesus  Christ  struggling 
in  solitude,  imder  the  pressure  of  conflict  and  suffer- 
ing. At  last  the  hour  is  come.  Lights  are  seen 
through  the  valley,  and  now  and  then  a  glittering 
weapon.  They  are  coming  for  him  !  The  Saviour, 
collected  and  composed,  rises  and  walks  on  to  meet 
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the  very  swords  and  spears  sent  against  hira.  *  Whom 
seek  ye  ?  '  said  he.  '  I  am  he.'  We  must  remember 
that  there  was  no  one  to  encourage  or  defend  him,  or 
share  his  fate!"  The  disciples  hastily  fled;  but 
Peter  and  John,  actuated  by  strong  attachment  to 
Jesus,  returned,  and  followed  him  afar  ofl".  It  is  not 
stated  how  John  was  employed,  but  he  seems  scarcely 
to  have  quitted  his  Master  throughout  the  scenes 
which  followed.  Peter  having  been  questioned  about 
Jesus,  by  one  of  the  maids  of  the  high  priest ;  said, 
"  I  know  not,  neither  understand  I  what  thou  sayest." 
And  the  maid  saw  liim  again  in  the  outer  court,  and 
began  to  say  to  those  that  stood  by,  This  is  one  of 
them."  And  he  denied  it  again.  And  a  little  while 
after,  those  that  stood  by  said  to  Peter,  "Surely  thou 
art  one  of  them  ;  for  thou  art  a  Galilean,  and  thy 
speech  agreeth  thereto."  But  he  began  to  curse  and 
to  swear,  saying,  "  I  know  not  this  man  of  whom  ye 
speak."  And  immediately  the  cock  crew.  Then 
Jesus  turned  and  looked  upon  Peter,  and  he  remem- 
bered the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  went  out  and  wept 
bitterly. 

The  chief  priests,  the  elders,  and  the  council,  met 
at  midnight,  and  many  false  witnesses  were  brought 
forward  ;  but  although  nothing  could  be  proved,  the 
doom  of  Jesus  was  fixed.  When  Judas  saw  that  he 
was  condemned  to  death,  he  repented  of  what  he  had 
done,  and  brought  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  to  the 
chief  priests  and  elders,  saying,  "I  have  sinned  in  that 
I  have  betrayed  the  innocent  blood,"  but  they 
answered,  "  What  is  that  to  us  !  see  thou  to  that." 
Then  casting  down  the  sum  he  received,  he  went  and 
hanged  himself,  perishing,  as  is  supposed,  before  his 
victim.  Before  the  sentence  of  death  was  finally 
passed,  Pontius  Pilate  proceeded  to  treat  Jesus  with 
cruelty.  As  our  Saviour  himself  told,  he  was  ''mocked, 
spitefully  entreated,  and  spitted  on after  which  he 
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was  led  forth  and  crucified  between  two  thieves. 
An  interesting  writer  says,  "Crucifixion  is  perhaps  the 
most  ingenious  and  the  most  perfect  invention  for 
mingling  torture  and  death  that  was  ever  contrived. 
It  is  the  very  masterpiece  of  cruelty.  Life  is  to  be 
destroyed ;  but  in  this  way  of  destroying  it,  it  is  ar- 
ranged with  savage  ingenuity,  that  no  vital  part  shall 
be  touched  ;  the  torturer  goes  to  the  very  extremities, 
to  tlie  hands  and  to  the  feet,  and  fixes  his  rough  and 
rusty  iron  among  the  nerves  and  tendons  there,  and 
the  poor  sufferer  hangs  in  a  position  which  admits  of 
no  change  and  of  no  rest,  until  burning  and  torturing 
inflammation  can  work  its  way  to  the  seat  of  life,  and 
extinguish  it  by  the  power  of  suffering.  They  laid 
the  Saviour  down  upon  the  cross,  and  extended  his 
arms ;  a  soldier  on  each  side  holds  the  hand  down  in 
its  assigned  position,  and  then  presses  the  point  of  his 
iron  spike  into  the  proper  place  in  the  palm.  He 
raises  his  hammer,  the  patient  Sufferer  waiting  calmly 
for  the  blow."  It  seems  to  have  been  at  that  moment 
that  Jesus  uttered  those  gracious  words,  "  Father^ ; 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

Six  hours  did  Jesus  hang  on  the  cross.  He  felt 
the  agonies  of  death ;  but  victory  was  opened  to  his 
view,  and,  meekly  bowing  his  head,  he  exclaimed,  "  It 
is  finished !  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 
spirit."  Thus  was  the  great  work  of  man's  salvation 
accomplished,  and  the  most  memorable  event  which 
this  world  ever  witnessed,  had  taken  place.  Near 
Mount  Calvary,  was  a  garden  containing  a  sepulchre 
belonging  to  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  a  rich  and  honour- 
able member  of  the  council,  and  a  disciple  of  Jesus, 
though  secretly,  and  there  they  laid  the  body  after  it 
was  removed  from  the  cross.  On  the  next  day,  the 
chief  priests  and  the  Pharisees  came  together  unto 
Pilate,  saying,  "  Sir,  we  remember  that  that  deceiver 
said^  while  he  w^as  yet  alive,  After  three  days  I  will 
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rise  again.  Coiiiuiand  therefore  that  the  sepulchre 
be  made  sure  until  the  third  day,  lest  his  disciples 
come  by  night,  and  steal  him  away,  and  say  unto  the 
people,  He  is  risen  from  the  dead  :  so  the  last  error 
shall  be  worse  than  the  first."  Pilate  said  unto  them, 
"  Ye  have  a  watch  :  go  your  way,  make  it  as  sure  as 
you  can."  So  they  went,  and  made  the  sepulchre 
sure,  sealing  the  stone,  and  setting  a  watch. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  week,  there  was,  early  in 
the  morning,  a  great  earthquake  ;  for  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  descended  from  heaven,  and  came  and  rolled 
back  the  stone  from  the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and 
sat  upon  it.  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and 
his  raiment  Avhite  as  snow ;  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers 
did  shake,  and  became  as  dead  men. 

Some  pious  women  who  had  followed  Jesus  out  of 
Galilee,  had  already,  on  the  Friday  evening,  bought 
spices  and  ointments ;  for  they  intended  as  soon  as 
the  sabbath  was  over,  to  embahn  the  body  of  Jesus 
in  his  sepulchre.  Mary  Magdalene  went  first  to  the 
sepulchre  before  the  sun  was  risen,  but  finding  that 
the  stone  was  removed,  she  ran  back  and  said  to 
Peter  and  John,  They  have  taken  away  the  Lord 
out  of  the  sepulchre,  and  we  know  not  where  they 
have  laid  him."  Then  Peter  and  John  arose  to  go 
and  see  with  their  own  eyes ;  and  Mary  Magdalene 
followed  them.  In  the  meantime,  the  other  women 
had  also  come  to  the  sepulchre,  and  found  it  empty. 
And  as  they  w^ere  much  perplexed  about  this,  behold, 
there  appeared  to  them  two  shining  angels ;  and  they 
feared  greatly.    And  one  of  the  angels  said  to  them, 

Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead  ?  He  is 
not  here,  but  is  risen.  Go  your  way  ;  tell  his  disci- 
ples and  Peter  that  he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee ; 
there  shall  ye  see  him,  as  he  said  unto  you." 

While  they  were  going  back  to  the  city,  Peter  and 
1  John  came  to  the  sepulchre,  and  saw  the  linen  clothes 
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in  which  Jesus  had  been  wrapped ;  but  him  they 
found  not.    Then  they  went  back  again  to  their  own 
home,  but  Mary  Magdalene  stood  outside  the  sepul-  | 
chre  weeping ;  and  as  she  wept,  stooped  down,  and 
looked  into  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  two  angels  in  \ 
white,  sitting  the  one  at  the  head,  and  the  other  at  \ 
the  feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain.  And 
they  say  unto  her,  "Woman,  why  weepest  thou?" 
She  saith  unto  them,  "  Because  they  have  taken  | 
away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where  they  have  i 
laid  him."    And  when  she  had  thus  said,  she  turned 
herself  back,  and  saw  Jesus,  who  said  unto  her, 
"Mary!"     Then  she  knew  him,  and  cried  out, 
"  Rabboni which  is  to  say,  "  Master and  fell  at  i 
his  feet.    Jesus  saith  unto  lier,  "  Touch  me  not  for  I 
am  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father :  but  go  to  my 
brethren,  and  say  unto  them,  I  ascend  unto  my 
Father,  and  your  Father ;  and  to  my  God,  and  your  i 
God."    And  while  she  w^as  hastening  home,  Jesus 
met  the  other  women  also  who  were  on  their  way  to 
Jerusalem,  and  said  to  them,  "All  hail."    And  they 
came  and  held  him  by  the  feet,  and  worshipped  him. 

On  the  same  day  Jesus  appeared  to  Peter,  who,  on 
account  of  his  fall,  stood  in  need  of  peculiar  consola- 
tion.   Two  other  of  his  disciples  were  going  to  a  vil- 
lage called  Emmaus,  about  eight  miles  from  Jerusalem, 
and  as  they  were  talking  together  of  all  these  things, 
they  were  joined  by  one  who  said  to  them,  "  What  ?( 
manner  of  communications  are  these  that  ye  have  one  )r 
to  another,  as  ye  walk,  and  are  sad?"    And  one  dc 
of  them  answering,  said  unto  him,  "  Art  thou  only 
a  stranger  in  Jerusalem,  and  hast  not  known  the  tl 
things  which  are  come  to  pass  there  in  these  days  ?  "  t 
And  he  said  unto  them,  "  What  things  ?  "    And  they  it 
said  unto  him^  "  Concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  which  it 
was  a  prophet  mighty  in  deed  and  word  before  God  f\ 
mi  all  the  people  :  and  how  the  chief  priests  and  our  % 
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rulers  delivered  him  to  be  condemned  to  death,  and 
have  crucified  him.  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our 
company  made  us  astonished,  which  were  early  at  the 
sepulchre  ;  and  when  they  found  not  his  body,  they 
came,  saying  that  they  had  also  seen  a  vision  of  angels, 
which  said  that  he  was  alive.    And  certain  of  them 
which  were  with  us  went  to  the  sepulchre,  and  found 
:t  even  so  as  the  women  had  said  :  but  him  they  saw 
lot.''    Then  he  said  unto  them,  "  O  fools,  and  slow 
)f  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken; 
mght  not  Christ  to  have  suffered  these  things,  and  to 
jnter  into  his  glory       And  beginning  at  Moses  and 
11  the  prophets,  he  expounded  unto  them  in  all  the 
Jcriptures  the  things  concerning  himself.   And  they 
rew  nigh  unto  the  village,  whither  they  went :  and 
e  made  as  though  he  would  have  gone  further.  But 
lliey  constrained  him,  saying,  "Abide  with  us,  for  it 
i  toward  evening,  and  the  day  is  far  spent."  And  he 
:ent  in  to  tarry  with  them.    And  it  came  to  pass,  as 
|e  sat  at  meat  with  them,  he  took  bread,  and  blessed 
,  and  brake,  and  gave  to  them.    And  their  eyes 
ere  opened,  and  they  knew  him ;  and  he  vanished 
lit  of  their  sight.    And  they  said  one  to  another. 
Did  not  our  heart  burn  within  us,  while  he  talked 
jith  us  by  the  way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  the 
3riptures?''    And  they  rose  up  the  same  hour,  and 
turned  to  Jerusalem,  and  found  the  eleven  gathered 
gether,  and  them  that  were  with  them,  saying, "  The 
3rd  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared  to  Simon.'* 
ad  they  told  what  things  were  done  in  the  way,  and 
w  he  was  known  of  them  in  breaking  of  bread.  And 
they  thus  spake,  Jesus  himself  stood  in  the  midst 
them,  and  saith  unto  them,  "  Peace  be  unto  you  " 
It  they  were  terrified  and  affrighted,  and  supposed 
It  they  had  seen  a  spirit.    And  he  said  unto  them. 
Why  are  ye  troubled  ?  and  why  do  thoughts  arise 
cui  your  hearts  ?    Behold  my  hands  and  my  feet,  that 
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it  is  I  myself ;  handle  me,  and  see ;  for  a  spirit  liatl 
not  flesh  and  bones,  as  ye  see  me  have/*  Anothe 
time,  Jesus  appeared  at  a  place  where  more  than  fiv< 
hundred  of  his  disciples  were  assembled  together 
Thus  there  was  an  abundance  of  witnesses  of  hi 
resurrection. 

Before  he  took  final  leave  of  his  disciples,  he  sai 
unto  them,  "  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heave 
and  in  earth.  Go  ye  therefore  into  all  the  world,  an 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  tb 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  hav 
commanded  you ;  he  that  believeth  and  is  baptize 
shall  be  saved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  I 
damned.  And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  b< 
lieve  ;  In  my  name  shall  they  cast  out  devils ;  the 
shall  speak  with  new  tongues ;  they  shall  take  n 
serpents ;  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  sha 
not  hurt  them, ;  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  ai 
they  shall  recover.  And,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alwaS 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  And  when  he  hi 
spoken  these  things,  he  was  taken  up  ;  and  a  cloud  i. 
ceived  him  out  of  their  sight.  And  they  worshippi 
him,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem  with  great  joy ;  aj 
were  continually  in  the  temple  praising  and  blessfi 
God.  ^ 
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